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"Go and tell John what you hear and see.”
Today the Holy Spirit of Jesus directs us to  what might be called “the outer voice.”
In doing so, He runs against the Spirit of our age which teaches us that we are

supposed to listen to the inner voice.
Everywhere you turn--movies, songs, talk-shows, politicians and even a growing

majority of churches--you are taught both subtly and openly to turn inward and
listen to your heart to find the truth.

The argument is that everybody has an opinion and claims to have the truth.
And since these truths are all competing, none of them are true.
So your task is to shut out all external voices and listen only to yourself.
So the Empiricists teach you to reject the Bible and study things "scientifically."
New Agers teach you to ignore organized religion and use your intuition.
Hedonists teach you to toss out moral norms and do what feels good.
Pragmatists tell you to forget Creeds and dogma and simply follow what "works."
And in everything--no matter what your source of truth--the cardinal rule is that

you must be free to choose--decide for yourself.
That’s the way we are taught think: Listen to your inner voice! Only you can

choose what is best for you.
Of course, modern religious plays to this notion very well. 
Take your Bible, and you decide what it means for you. 
Don’t let anyone try to tell you what the Bible says. That’s only THEIR

interpretation. You read it for YOUR interpretation. Listen to your inner voice!
But here comes Jesus, and He says just the opposite: It’s the outer voice!
John the Baptist sends his disciples to Jesus with a question: “Are you the one who

is to come, or are we to wait for another?”
Jesus answers: Listen to the outer voice! 
“Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame

walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor
have good news brought to them.”

He does not direct their attention to their feelings about him, to their choices for or
against him, to their own knowledge and understanding. 

Instead he says, listen to the outer voice! He does not say, “What do YOU think
about all this!” “What does it mean to YOU?’ “What do I mean to YOU?” 

No! He does NOT direct them inward but outward.
Listen to the outer voice of the Old Testament, which prophesied the Messiah.
That outer voice of the OldTestament clearly indicated what the Messiah would do

and say, and behold! This is what your hear and see!
Listen to the outer voice! Go back to John and tell him what you hear and see!
And then Jesus turns to the crowd that had just heard this exchange between

himself and the disciples of John the Baptist. 
These also are directed to the outer voice. He asks them what they thought about

John and why they would go out in the wilderness to gawk at him. 
But He rejects their own opinions about John. He rejects their inner voice!:
“What did you go out into the wilderness to gawk at? A reed shaken by the wind?

Of course not! What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft

robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did
you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, indeed! But this one is far more than a
prophet This is the one about whom the outer voice of the Old Testament
declares: ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare
your way before me.” Listen to the outer voice.

Yes, not only was John to be understood on the basis of the outer voice, but John
the Baptist himself was indeed the outer voice concerning Jesus! 

John the Baptizer is necessary as the one who gives testimony of Jesus and points
Him out, not because Jesus is not convincing in Himself, but because people
took [and still take] offense at our Lord’s coming in lowliness and humility.

For this reason it was necessary for John to come with his external Word or
testimony, to point at Christ with his finger, and to say: That is the Messiah.

There was no other means or method.
Christ Himself let His light shine with word and deed, performed miracles before

their eyes, helped the sick that were brought to Him, taught and preached with
such power that the people were astonished. Still all this bore but little fruit.

Even John could not persuade all his hearers to give credence to his testimony, to
accept Christ and acknowledge that He is the Light and the Life of mankind
and the Savior of the world.

So, Jesus becomes the outer voice to affirm the true meaning of John the Baptist 
And John becomes the outer voice to affirm the true meaning of Jesus as the

Messiah. 
And the Word of God, the Old Testament, becomes the outer voice to affirm the

truth of both John and Jesus! 
Forget the inner voice! Listen to the outer voice! Only in this way can we prepare

the way of the Lord.

The inner voice cannot be trusted, and through it no one can be saved!
This inner voice will call good evil and evil good.
It will tell the conscience that one need not be afraid of sin and sinning.
And then, when you are afraid, that you dare not trust The Gospel but must

contribute something to one’s own deliverance. 
The inner voice lies to us and in this, it is nothing but an instument of the Deceiver.
Far from being our key to wisdom, to truth, to goodness, and to our own welfare, it

is the voice of destruction for us all.
That is why we confess:“I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus

Christ, my Lord, or come to him.” 
That is why God tells us to listen to the outer voice! "Tell John what you hear and

see!" "Behold the Lamb of God!" This is He, there is no other!
And where do we now hear that outer voice? Here, in the preaching of Gospel,

that’s where! Here, in Holy Absolution, that’s where! Here, in the Sacrament
of the Altar, that’s where! In these, which we call means of grace, the outer
voice of the Gospel speaks.

Our Lord’s earnest intention is that we listen only to that outer voice of the Gospel. 
This is how the disciples stayed with their Lord despite all temptation and personal

sin and weakness. They listened to His voice, the outer voice of the Gospel.
This is how the church endured those terrible early years of bloody and massive

persecution: They listened only to the outer voice of the Gospel! 



This is how every Christian in every age actually was sustained in the faith despite
their nagging doubts and was saved eternally: They listened to Jesus' words.

This is how you too will be saved, in this age in which the inner voice has been
sanctified as the pinnacle of truth and virtue: Listen to the outer voice!

That outer voice is the voice that speaks to you, straight from God: "I have endured
the cross for you!

Because of my cross, Your sins, though many, are forgiven! Your soul, though
threatened by your own inner voice of the sinful nature, is saved!

Because of my cross, your burdens, though difficult will not defeat you, and your
suffering, thoughpainful, will not destroy you.

Because of my cross, your life, though destined to end in death, will not so end, but
will pass through the darkness of death to the light of eternal life.

Because of my cross, your loneliness, Though chilling, will be transformed into the
warmth of eternal and divine fellowship with me and with all the redeemed
whom I have saved.”

That’s the outer voice of the Gospel! That’s the outer voice of Holy Absolution!
That’s the outer voice of Holy Communion! 

Listen to the outer voice, for thus, only, are we prepared for life, for death, for the
coming of our Lord.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit!


