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What an odd mixture of power and humility!
Jesus is God, the Creator of heaven and earth. -- The Master.
He is preparing to enter the capital city as King.
So He sends His minions out to commandeer a suitable vehicle.
And they come back with a jackass.
More startling still, they do this at His command!
While he has it in His power to use anything He chooses, what He chooses is this.
That means also that He rejected all the rest: horse, chariot, oxcart, wagon...
On one level, we know why He did this.
The prophets at fortold it.  both Moses and Zechariah had spoken of the donkey.
Zechariah explicity said that Zion's king would come riding a donkey.
And so Jesus is certainly and deliberatly fulfilling prophecy here.
But we can't just leave it at that.
Because it still begs the question: Why did God have the prophets say that?
To affirm that the prophets fortold it only deepens the mystery.
Not only did Jesus choose the donkey when He sent out is disciples.
But already centuries earlier He had chosen the donkey for His triumphal entry.
I tell you today: in this single choice, you can see the whole Gospel.
Everything that you need to know about God is shown you in one single verse:

Behold, your King comes to you, Lowly, and sitting on a donkey, A colt, the
foal of a donkey.

That's why Zechariah starts with the word "Behold!"
It means to pay attention. Note this well. Don't pass it by as an insignificant detail.
And so let's look at each detail as significant and see the Gospel unfold.
And in the process of doing that, I believe you will come to understand why the

Gospel from Palm Sunday is the first thing we consider in Advent.
"Your King comes lowly." Let's think about each word in turn.
King - 
Many, many people have a problem with God because they don't like this word.
It brings up alot of negative concepts: Authoritarian, Patriarchal, Demanding
Kings take away your freedom and impose laws, taxes and punishments.
They are neither family or friend but seem Impersonal, Unloving.
Therefore many reject this kind of God.
They either seek to redefine Him without this word.
Or they try to avoid or ignore Him, hoping He'll just go away.
Rebel against commands.
Do things your own way.

But He doesn't go away and He can't be ignored.
--anymore than you can ignore the law of gravity.
For He is your creator and your constant source of everything.
Therefore He does have a claim on you.
His expectations of you are just and right and good.

Lowly - 

It is especially the devoutly religious that dislike this word.
He seems too weak to help in our need.
Low, earthy, weak, subservient
Too mealy-mouthed and kicked around by the world.
When you claim someone as your king, you want a warrior to go out and fight for

you.
You don't typically think of someone who gets beaten and spit upon.
You don't really want to be around someone who is repugnant and bleeding all over

the place.
And so, without saying so, they would reject His coming.
This can't be all there is.
There must be something more.
So Jesus' suffering and death are treated like a temporary setback.
Our sufferings are seen as things that must be stopped in order to validate our faith.
And when they aren't we'll look around for another Savior -- more powerful to help.
Money, Instant gratification, prayer-power, denial... anything to fit our notions.
When we look at Baptism we see only water.
When looking at the Sacrament, it seems far to powerless.
And so we want exstacy and escape.
We look not at the cross but forward to some millennial kindom of glory.
But in so doing, we miss our savior and we miss the Gospel.

As much as I can describe for you the various notions that militate against our
Lowly King, they cannot be remedied by just getting our thinking strait.

They are as much a part of your mindset as your skin--as sin itself.
And so your salvation is not found in simply rethinking your ideas of God.
Your salvation is found in the last word of the sentance:

He Comes - 
He doesn't sit in heaven waiting for you to get it right.
He doesn't sit dispassionately and impersonally meeting out judgment.
He comes.
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This, again, is the nature of the Gospel and of the saving Lord.  HE COMES.
You cannot conjure him up.  You cannot put Him off for a more convenient time.
You cannot go and seek Him out or dictate how He should come.  He just comes.

Rejoice! daughter of Zion for your King comes to you righteous, having salvation.


