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Rev. Dr. Paul L. Maier, professor
of ancient history at Western Michiga
University and second vice-president o
The Lutheran  Church—Missouri 3
Synod, has received numerous que%ﬁ
tions about the alleged discovery b

2 Al

James Cameron, et. al., of the buri
remains of Jesus Christ. Dr. Maier of-
fers these comments to help Christian
know the real truth. If you are inter-
ested in reading more on the subjec

Kloha's article at:
<www.csl.edu/Img/about%20csl/LostTomb.pdf>

Dear Friends and Readers,

art” so far as myA Skeleton in God’s

the visual media!
Alas, this whole affair is just the of “Yeshua™?
latest in the long-running media attackhat particular
on the historical Jesus, which | calfMariamme’
“More Junk on Jesus.” We all thought it(@s it is usually
had culminated in that book of falsespelled today
hoods,The Da Vinci CodeBut no: The could  indeed
caricatures of Christ continue. have been th

James Cameron (‘Titanic’) and Simcha&phesus, where the apostle John, fait
Jacobovici have climbed aboard thdul to his commission from Jesus on th
sensationalist bandwagon as well. Aneross, had accompanied her.
other book comes out today, equally as
orthless as the previous.
the
oshua, Jesus), Joseph, Maria, Marigould have housed, 200 ossuaries.
ene, Matia, Judah, and Jose—are ex-
_Iremely common Jewish names for thasite, what is Matthew doing there—if
ime and place, and thus nearly alindeed “Matia” is thus to be translated?
scholars consider that these names are (7) How come there is no tradition

Talpiot tombs more recently, and nowhat Mary, the mother of Jesus, died iE

Fherely coincidental, as they did fromwhatever—Christian, Jewish, or secu-
the start. Some scholars dispute thdar—that any part of the Holy Family
twYeshua” is even one of the nameswas buried at Jerusalem?

you may want to go o Professor ‘]eﬁrebne out of four Jewish women at that
time, for example, was named Mariathe director and narrator, Simcha Jacg
There are 21 Yeshuas cited by Josdovici. The man is an Indiana Jones
February 27, 2007 phus, the first-century Jewish historianwannabe who oversensationalizes any
who were important enough to be rething he touches. You may have caugh

Thanks for the profusion of e-mailscorded by him, with many thousands ohim on his TV special regardinghe

I've received over the last two days reothers that never made history. Thé&xodus in which he “explained” just
garding the Talpiot tombs discovery irwondrous mathematical adds hyped bgbouteverythingthat still needed prov-
Jerusalem, ak.a., “the Jesus Familjacobovici that these namesistrefer
Tomb” story. Some of you also sugt0 Jesus and His family are simply playin the Old Testament! It finally became
gested that “life seemed to be followingng by numbers and lying by statistics. ludicrous, and now he’s doing it again
(3) There is no reason whatever tdhough in reverse—this time attacking
Closetwas concerned. Believe me, thigquate “Mary Magdalene” with “Maria- the Scriptural record. As for James
is not the way | wanted my novel to hitmene,” as Jacobovici claims. And scCameron, how do you follow the suc-
what if her DNA is different from that cess of Titanic? Well, with an even

(5) The *“Jesus Family’ simply
could not have afforded the large crypt
names—Yeshua uncovered at Talpiot, which housed, o

6) If this were Jesus’ family burial

—h

(8) Please note the extreme bias @

—

ing or explaining in the Exodus accoun

e

Please, lose no sleep over the Tawife of that
piot “discoveries” for the following rea- particular “Ye-
sons, and here are the facts:

(1) Nothing is new here: Scholars

shua,” who certainly was not Jesus.
(4) Why in the world would the disgusting, and their subsequent clain
have known about the ossuaries evégesus Family” have a burial site in Jethat they respected Jesus nauseating.
since March of 1980, so this is oldrusalem, of all places, the very city that
news recycled. The general publi¢rucified Jesus? Galilee was their—were they anti-Christian—might have
learned about the ossuaries when tH@ome. In Galilee theygould have had used this “discovery” to discredit Chris-
BBC filmed a documentary on them insuch a family plot, not Judea. Besidesianity, did not do so. Quite the oppo-
1996, and the “findings’ tanked againall of which, church tradition and thesite. Joe Zias, for example, for years th
James Tabor's bookThe Jesus Dy- earliest Christian historian, Eusebius oflirector of the Rockefeller Museum in
nasty also made a big fuss over thécaesarea, are unanimous in reportingerusalem, holds Jacobovici's claims up

more “titanic”
story. He
should have

known better,
and the televi-
sion footage
of the two
making their
drastic state-
ments on Monday, February 26, was

=)

9) Even lsraeli authorities, who-
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for scorn and his documentary as “nonto him, “Have mercy on me, O Lord,innocent life in the stead of all sinners
sense.” Those involved in the projecSon of David! My daughter is severelyand in this way take control away from
“have no credibility whatever,” he demon-possessed.” Do you believe thdhe devil. When Jesus was born, the
added. Amos Kloner, the first archaedesus was ignoring her? He didn't andevil pulled out all of the stops and
ologist to examine the site, said theswer her. But as we just sang, “Thouglgathered all the hordes of hell for a fi-
conclusions in question fail to hold uphe answers not, he hears; Pray withal defiant stand against God. At ng
by archaeological standards “but makéith, for though He try you, no goodtime in the history of the world was de-|
for profitable television.” William De- thing can God deny you.” mon possession so common. The final
ver, one of America’'s most prominent He doesn't appear to hear or tdattle between good and evil was taking
archaeologists, said, “This would beknow or to care. But don't you judgeplace. The devil was flexing his
amusing if it didn't mislead so manyhim by appearances. He knows whatuscles.
people.” you need. He knows better than you do. And the poor daughter of the
(10) Finally, and most importantly, Prayer is the exercise of faith. Truewoman from Canaan was suffering. Sh
there is no external literary or historicalprayer is prayed out of our need. Whenwas being tormented and she was pov
evidence whatever that Jesus’ family ever we pray we pray because we neeatless to resist. Her mind and her bod
was interred together in a common bumwhat only God can give. And every anwere under constant attack. The Ca
ial place anywhere, let alone Jerusalenswer to prayer is found in Jesus. This inaanite woman needed help for he
The evidence, in fact, totally contro-why we always pray in Jesus’ name. daughter. She needed God'’s help. Onl
verts all this in the case of Jesus: All We pray out of our need. The Ca-God could help her.
four Gospels, the letters of St. Paul, andaanite woman knew what she needed. The devil is real. Whether or not
the common testimony of the earlyHer daughter was possessed by a ddemon possession is common or rare in
church state that Jesus rose from thmon. She had no control over her owwur day doesn’'t change the fact that the
dead, and did not leave His bones bdsody. She suffered from a power thatlevil is, as the apostle says, walking
hind in any ossuary, as the current senvas far greater than any power she posbout as a roaring lion, seeking whom
sationalists claim. sessed. And that power literally poshe may devour. (1 Peter 5:8) Satan an
Bottom line: This is merely nakedsessed her. She couldn’t control hehis demons do real harm to real people.
hype, baseless sensationalism, armvn words or actions. The strategy is always to keep peopl
nothing less than a media fraud—"more  Does this sort of thing happen to-away from Christ. This happens in g
junk on Jesus.” day? Most people have heard of exomultitude of ways. Satanism has bet
cisms taking place today, but fewcome a real threat to young people to
people have actually withessed oneday. They fall into it on account of the
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With warm regards,

Paul L. Maier, Ph.D., Litt.D. There is no question that demon possepewer it promises. But it never delivers
sion was common in Jesus’ day, andn its promises. It only enslaves. Jesus
t t f there is good reason for that. When this the only one who can set sinners free.

The devil can
only enslave peo-
ple in lies. Satan
cannot give you
what isn't his to
give. He can give
you nothing. He
can only take
away. Only God
can give you

Son of God joined
the human race, th
demons shuddere
in fear and rage
They know the trug
meaning of Genes
3:15 far better tha
the fallen childrer

f k it
Sermon on Prayer c()Bodmesnaid n?(\)N tlhe

Matthew 15:21-28 devil, who had what is good.
“Why won't you help her? She’s taken control of the The devil can
crying out after us. Everyone can heagerpent, “I will put enmity between youonly distort, destroy, and pervert wha
her pleas, and you ignore her. Can't yogind the woman, between your seed ar@od has given.
just give her what she wants and sender Seed. He shall bruise your head and In our day the most effective tool
her away? The woman is clearly ayoy shall bruise his heal.” The meanef the devil is not in the more dramatic
embarrassment.” Jesus appears t0 Rfy was crystal clear. A virgin would displays of power that he showed durt
oblivious to her need or utterly uncarconceive and have a Son who would big our Lord’s earthly ministry. Today
ing. Why won't he at least acknowledgeyoth true man and true God. He wouldhe father of lies and murderer of souls
her cries? But Jesus pays her no mingecome a man in order to destroy thevorks through respected and respect
at all. devil and all his power. Just as the devihble clergymen who advocate very rea
Do you believe that? Do you thinkjed our first parents into sin and therebgonable ideas.
that Jesus was ignoring her? — Howook control over sinners, the promised  They are reasonable, but false. St.
could he do such a thing! She cried outeed of the woman would live anPaul warns Timothy about “deceiving
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spirits and doctrines of demons.” (1trusting in our decisions and trusting indire need and his boundless mercy. And
Timothy 4:1) The power of the devil isourselves. The devil knows this fullthen Jesus speaks words that must hayve
in the power of the lie. The lie is excepwell. This is why he always directs at-sounded like the final rejection. “It is
tionally powerful. It fueled one of the tention away from Jesus dying for usiot good to take the children’s breag
most efficiently tyrannical governmentsand focuses instead on what we do fand throw it to the little dogs.” That's
in the history of the world, the Commu-Jesus. what you are, lady: a little dog. A fam-
nist Party of the former Soviet Union. The devil understands that Jesusy pet, maybe, but not a member of the
Who can deny that the devil himselfsets sinners free. He knows, even bettémily.
was behind the sustained state spothan the most pious and faithful Chris-  There you have it. It is as if Jesug
sored mass murder of the Soviet Uniotians know, that the soul resting inChrist Himself is agreeing with the
with its vicious persecution of Christ's Christ's wounds and clinging in simpledevil. For isn't it the devil's doctrine
church? Satan is today the power bdaith to Christ’s crucifixion, is the soul that Jesus cares nothing for you and ej
hind Islam, a religion that rejectsthat cannot be harmed. The devil knowther will not or cannot help you? Isn't
Christ's suffering and death for sinnershis power. The only power of the devilit the devil's doctrine to drive you to
Only the suffering and death of Jesus to lie about Jesus. For when we havieust in something or someone othef
can set sinners free. So Islam is nothintipe truth about Jesus, when we trust ithan Jesus? And here from Jesus’ ow
more than a vast satanic delusion, erfit, the devil cannot touch us. lips are words that sound like a crusht
slaving the hearts and minds of untold The Canaanite woman trusted iring rejection. It's as if Jesus is promot;
millions of devotees throughout thethe truth about Jesus. She knew it. Skieg heresy! It sounds as if Jesus
world during the past several centuriesbelieved it. And on it she took herhimself is promoting the doctrine that
The devil's primary point of attack, stand. And what a wonderful expressiothis desperate and helpless woman
however, is within Christ’s holy church. of faith it was! She prayed to Jesus andeyond the care of a gracious and lov-
The object of his attack is always Jesugdesus appeared to ignore her. He didg God. What does faith do when it
He doesn’t want sinners to find refugenot answer her. When his disciplesounds as if God is talking like the
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in Jesus. He wants us to lo
elsewhere for the assurance t
we are forgiven of our sins al
have everlasting life. He attac
the biblical teaching that Jes
has taken away all our sins

his holy life and death and th
we receive forgiveness of si
only by trusting in the gospel
Christ. Of course when peop
actually believe this the dey
loses power over them. So

attacks this gospel. He misleg
millions. He attacks the Bibl
because this gospel truth

taught plainly in the Bible. Th

devil will argue that the Bible i

urged him to send her away helevil?

acted as if he wanted nothing  This is what faith does. It takes
to do with her. It was as if Je-God literally at his word! It lives on
sus were doing precisely whatevery single syllable and holds God tg
the devil himself says abouteverything God says. “Yes, Lord” the
him. Isn't it the devil who woman replies, “Yet even the little dogs
would persuade you not to puteat the crumbs which fall from their
your confidence in Jesus? Isimasters’ table.” There! Jesus ig
n't it the devil's lie that Jesus trapped in his own words! He calls he
won't help you unless you first a little dog and so as a little dog she
do all sorts of things that youtells Jesus the way it must be. The littl¢
just cannot do? Isn't that howfamily pet gets to eat the crumbs that
the devil works? The very fall from the table. So she’ll be that lit-
idea that Jesus would not helgle family pet and make no more claim
this poor woman is satanic.on Jesus than a dog would make.
And yet, what does Jesus him-  “Though you deem he hears you
self say? He says, “l was notnot, still your wants are ne’'er forgot;

not enough, that we must also sent except to the lost sheep ofry to him when storms assail you, le
submit to the authority of the bishop atsrael.” Well, she was a Canaanite. Shgour courage never fail you.” Jesus re
Rome and only those who submit tavas not an Israelite. She didn’t belongplied, “O woman, great is your faith!
him can know the truth the BibleShe had no claim on being a sheep, loket it be to you as you desire.” And hef
teaches. He leads Protestants who rejemt found. She was a foreigner, an outdaughter was healed from that ven
the false claims of the papacy into errosider, and that's what everybody knewvhour. The demon left her and she was
as well. He taught Zwingli and Calvinand taught and believed. set free. She was set free by the a
that the Lord’s Supper wasn't really the  But she refused to believe thatmighty power of Jesus. She was set fre
body and the blood of Jesus and this lieine, I'll take you at your word, Jesusfrom the liar and murder of souls. She
has been passed down for hundreds ¥bu say that you were sent only to thevas set free by the act of Jesus, by h
years now, depriving millions of peoplelost sheep of Israel. She then came will, by his decision to help.

of this precious and life giving sacra-him and worshipped him and called him  Prayer is grounded in this simple
ment. Once the devil leads people awalyord. Only an lIsraelite could do that!fact that Jesus loves sinners who are
from trusting in the sacraments of Jesu®nly a true daughter of Abraham couldveak and helpless and that he wil
it's easy enough for him to lead them teall Jesus Lord. She would claim asurely give us what we ask of him. If
trust in their own decisions for Jesusstatus that no one would give her andve don't feel our need we aren’t going
Of course, there is a fine line betweeshe would do so on the grounds of heio pray. If our need is not for what
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Jesus gives us we won't pray in his

name. The power of prayer is not the

power of the one who prays. It is al-

ways the power of Christ who by his in-

nocent life and his suffering and death

has destroyed the power of the devirm—m—mmmmm———
The power of Christ comes to us in our Holy Week

weakness.

There isn’t a pain or loss or sorrowbeginning onPalm Sunday April 1. o
in life that doesn’t bear the stamp of safhis day will be marked off with the
tanic influence. The simple fact that theraditional procession with palms into
devil led our first parents into sinthe Sanctuary and features the reading
should make this clear enough for us tof the Passion Narrative according to
see. A lingering illness, a pain thatSt. Matthew.
won't go away, a failed marriage, a per-  OnMaundy Thursday, April 5 at
sonal habit that is grounded in sin an®:30 p.m. we will observe the day that
keeps on bringing us back to the saméesus instituted the Sacrament of the
old sins again and again — these andllitar, providing us with His body and
many other things bring us pain thablood to eat and to drink. This service
would belie God’s promises. We experecesses with the reading of Psalm 22
rience the very opposite of what Godwvhile the altar is stripped bare in prepa-
promises. God promises us victory andation for Good Friday.
watches us as we suffer defeat. The ill-  On Good Friday, at 3:30 p.m. we
ness doesn’t go away. The pain intensivill observe the ancient devotion of the
fies. The marriage ends in divorce. ThéStations of the Cross,” while Our Sav-e
temptation to sin grows stronger andour in Evanston will gather at 7:00
stronger. It looks like the devil is win- p.m. for theSolemn Liturgyand proces-
ning and we are losing. sion with the rough-hewn cross.

There’s a song in which the singer  On Holy Saturday at sundown
says to God that he hasn't prayed in €:15 p.m.), Our Saviour in Evanston,
while because he was too sick to prawill gather for theEaster Vigi—one of
Now that’s just not so. Nobody is toothe oldest liturgies of Christendom. The
sick to pray. Prayer comes from twoservice begins at a small fire outside the
simple things: our true need and thehurch and processes inward beind the
true faith. Our true need is that GodPaschal Candle. After reading a series
will deliver us from sin, death, and theof Old Testament stories of deliver-*
power of the devil. The true faith is thatance, it closes around the baptismal
Jesus Christ is our deliverer, our refont in an intimate reminder of our in-
deemer, the one who sets us free amdrporation into Christ.
gives us victory in every defeat. Prayer T + 7
is when we ask Jesus to meet our need. .
Today's Gospel Lesson teaches us th&2ending Pericopes
Jesus never fails to do so. He may try The Season of Lent is exactly 40
us but he will never deny us. days long fromAsh Wednesdayntil

Rev. Rolf Preus is pastor of an indeHoly Saturday In addition to the forty
pendant Lutheran parish on the Minnesodays of Lent, we add 6 Sundays. Thege
ta—North Dakqta border.. He is the. son OfSundays are “in” Lent, but not “of’
the former seminary president and internay ot They are little oases of refresh-

tional Lutheran Scholar, Dr. Robert D. ent along the Lenten fast. Even so
Preus; brother to the former Vice Presiden{n g ) !

of the L.C.M.S.. Rev. Daniel Preus: reviheir liturgy reflects the subdued mood
Klemet Preus of Higher Things; and Mr.Of the season. .
Christian Preus of the L.C.M.S. Board of  For this reason, much of the lit-
Directors. The following sermon on Mat-urgy is spoken, all “alleluias” are
thew 15 is reprinted from his websiteomitted and we don't even sing the
<www.christforus.org. Here you can find song of the angels: “Glory be to God
many pther §timu|ating sermons and papergn, High.” As Easter approaches, these
from his fertile and orthodox pen. omissions grow even more pronounced.
L the cross will be veiled, we will stop

saying, “Glory be to the Father...” and
we will even omit the Nicene Creed be
ginning on Palm Sunday.

All of this contributes to highlight-

ing the great contrasting joy which will
happen on Easter Sunday, when, all g
once these omissions are all restore
Our Lenten observance culminatesvith one great “Alleluia.”

Ash Wednesday - February 21
Psalm: 130

Old Testament: Jonah 3:1-10
Epistle: 2 Peter 1:2-11

Gospel: St. Matthew 6:1-6; 1621

Invocavit - February 25

Psalm: 91

Old Testament: Genesis 3:1-21
Epistle: 2 Corinthians 6:1-10
Gospel: St. Matthew 4:1-11

Reminiscere - March 4

Psalm: 25

Old Testament: Genesis 32:22-32
Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 4:1-7
Gospel: St. Matthew 15:21-28

Oculi - March 11

Psalm: 9

Old Testament: Exodus 8:16-24
Epistle: Ephesians 5:1-9
Gospel: St. Luke 11:14-28
Laetare - March 18

Psalm; 122

Old Testament: Exodus 16:2-21
Epistle: Galatians 4:21-31
Gospel: St. John 6:1-15

Judica - March 25
Psalm: 43
Old Testament: Genesis 22:1-14
Epistle: Hebrews 9:11-13
Gospel: St. John 8:42-59

Palm Sunday - April 1

Psalm: 73

Old Testament: Zechariah 9:9-12
Epistle: Philippians 2:5-11
Gospel: St. Matthew 26:1—27:66
Maundy Thursday - April 5

Psalm: 111

Old Testament: Exodus 12:1-14
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 11:23-32
Gospel: St. John 13:1-15

Good Friday - April 6

Psalm: 22

Old Test.: Isaiah 52:13—53:12
Epistle: 2 Corinthians 5:14-21
Gospel: St. John 18:1—19:42
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